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LOOSE SPACE

The architecture aims to promote 
animated civic spaces through:

- Vibrancy in colour 
- Fluidity of movement
- Moments of compressions 
- Artistic expression
- Diversity 
-- Elements of surprise

D e s i g n   v i s i o n
 
The city as a diverse fabric of experiences interwoven 
into the built form of Brisbane City.

Rethinking the role of the public square an important 
player in the collective lives of our cities. 

The best public space fosters a sense of civic optimism The best public space fosters a sense of civic optimism 
that is critical to building the social cohesion necessary 
for a vibrant culture and democracy. Our streets and 
squares need to be dynamic, their character and uses 
must change as the city evolves and reinvents itself.

Our performing arts centres, museums, and libraries Our performing arts centres, museums, and libraries 
create opportunities for social connection, cultural ex-
pression, and political engagement. However, this pub-
licness is often delivered in the form of highly pro-
grammed and commercialised experiences aimed at 
branding the cultural organisation and the city.

The proposal will stitch the people back to the city, with 
fabric and weaving as a kind of abstraction of making 
places that people come together in.

D e s i g n   i n t e n t

The loose space ‘fabric’ of the city will curate a series 
of contextual experiences that allow for:

-- Moments of compression for people to bump into each 
other, breaking up the current rigid program and creat-
ing opportunity for chance encounter.

- Spaces for resting, reading, gathering, debating, pro-
testing, protection from the environmental elements,

- Opportunities to change direction when moving through 
the city and allow spaces and people to be encountered 
in different sequences. 

Good Public space is a diagram of civilized society. How 
we behave in public, how we interact with others and 
what happens in public space is about participation. 

The concept of ‘looseness’ in urban space is put forThe concept of ‘looseness’ in urban space is put for-
ward by Frank and Stevens in their research on public 
space. They define loose space as areas which “allow for 
the chance encounter, the spontaneous event, the en-
joyment of diversity and the discovery of the unexpect-
ed.”


